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RECENT CASES. 



Accident at Crossing — Statutory Signals— Negligence.— Brown v. 
Chicago and N. W. Ry. Co., 85 N. W. 271 (Wis.).— Defendant's servant ran 
one of its passenger trains at an unlawful rate of speed across a public street, 
without giving any signal of its approach by sounding the engine bell or 
whistle, whereby plaintiff, attempting to pass over crossing, was killed. Held, 
that contributory negligence was a good defense. 

The plaintiff depended upon a statute which made railway corporations 
liable to any person injured for all damages caused by trains running at an ex- 
cessive rate of speed. Plaintiff claimed the railroad was liable regardless of 
the question of contributory negligence. The court held with Schneider v. 
Railroad Co., 99 Wis. 378 ; and Groesbeck v. C, M., & St. P. R. Co., 93 Wis. 
505, that such a legal restraint put upon a railroad goes no further than to 
render the company liable to the penalty imposed, leaving the person injured 
remediless, if he contributes to his injury by his own want of ordinary care. 

Attorney and Client — Value of Services— Expert Testimony — Ques- 
tion for Jury. — Sanders et al. v. Graves, 105 Fed. Rep. 849. — In an action 
where an attorney seeks to recover the value of services rendered, the jury are 
not bound by evidence established by expert testimony as to the value of 
such services. Held, that they were entitled to use their own judgment in 
finding value ; and it was error to instruct them otherwise. 

While the court felt bound by the leading case of Head v. Hargrove, 105 
U. S. 45, to find as above, it nevertheless uses the occasion to dissent from 
the views expressed in that case ; and says in its opinion that other persons 
than attorneys are incompetent to judge of the value of attorneys' services, 
cites the following in support of this view : Rog. Expert Test., pp. 380, 381, 
26 ; Lawson, Exp. Ev., p. 96 ; Ferguson v. Hubbell, 97 N. Y. 513 ; Wood v. 
Barker, 49 Mich. 295. 

Boycotts— Injunctions — Damages — Builders' Associations— Freedom 
of Contract — Notice.— Master Builders' Association et al. y. Domascio, 
63 Pac. 782 (Colo.). — Held, a notice to the effect that members of a builders' 
association would refuse to bid on a building if a bid from D, a non-member 
of said association, were received in competition with theirs, is not tortious 
nor would it be ground for an injunction against said association by D, even 
though an architect empowered to award the contract excluded D's bid be- 
cause of said notice. 

The court followed the rule as laid down in Manufacturing Co. v. Hollis, 
54 Minn. 223 ; Macauley v. Tierney, 33 Atl. 1. Moreover the act of the ap- 
pellants was warranted by competition and was not an infringement of any 
property right of appellee's. (See 10 Yale Law Journal 253, 254.) 



